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Car of the Month 
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Byron and Alida Alsop’s 1936 Cadillac V12, series 85 on a 138 inch 

wheelbase, convertible sedan is our Car of the Month for Febru-

ary.  Widely accepted as the automotive embodiment of the mid to 

late  1930’s “Streamlined Moderne”  design movement, this Fleetwood 

bodied example was one of only 16 built and is now one of only 6 

known remaining examples.   

Byron and his son Tom 

restored a 1930 Model A 

when Tom was a young-

ster and did much tour-

ing in it.  Like many lo-

cal residents they were 

regulars at the Fathers’ 

Day Sully show and vis-

itors to the Rohr Muse-

um in Manassas.  Many 

years after the Model A 

was sold, Tom convinced Byron to get back in the hobby, so in 2003 

they found the Cadillac in a museum estate sale in Ventura CA.   

The car was a restored Barn Find that had come to the collection from 

Saskatoon, Canada.  Records before those days in its life are a mys-

tery.  Even the original GM records have been lost so one has to won-

der what this rare car was doing 

in its early life and how it got to 

Canada and the barn!  After at-

tending a couple local shows they 

realized the engine needed some 

serious work.  Byron started a 

new frame-off restoration of the 

car which is the beauty you see 

now.  But his classic beauty is no 

“trailer queen”.   

Continued on page 4 

The fully restored 1936 Cadillac Series 85             

in all her glory. 

Byron and Alida’s Cadillac during restoration. 
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Region Contacts 
 

Bull Run Region Website: 

www.bullrunaaca.org 

Officers 

President:  Bill Holmes 

(703)644-6890  

wholmes2@cox.net 

Vice Pres: Scott Patton 

(703) 474-6909 

klustr18@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Pam Pandolfi 

(703) 754-4668 

pamp.pp25@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Nicki Hudson 

(540) 522-6533 

nancyshudson@msn.com 

Board of Directors 

George Richardson  

(703) 768-1569 

 richardson13@cox.net 

Brandon Bazan 

(703) 361-2492 

joe.a.drago@gmail.com 

Pete Pandolfi 

(703)754-4668  

Peter.Pandolfi@tsa.dhs.gov 

BRR Website Coordinator 

Bill Holmes 

wholmes2@cox.net 

BRR Sunshine Committee: 

Joann Richardson 

(703) 768-1569 

richardson13@cox.net 

The President’s Page  by Bill Holmes 

We had a fun filled evening at the January Awards and Installation din-

ner/meeting.  Congratulations to all the deserving award winners.   

We have a big task in front of us in 2015 to reinvigorate the Bull Run 

Region and increase membership, but so far we are off to a good start.   

We are contacting the over 200+ AACA National members who live in 

Northern Virginia to invite them to join the Bull Run Region.   Later in 

the year we will start an outreach program to non AACA members at 

local Cruise-Ins and car shows, etc. 

We are lining up an exciting list of guest speakers for our monthly 

meeting.  Focus of meeting will become more social and informative 

rather than routine business details.  See your Clutch Chatter for the list 

of presentations.  There are still openings from May to December. 

We are planning several exciting Club Activities this year.  Currently in 

the works are:  a trip to the AACA Museum in Hershey and the Eastern 

Museum of Motor Racing; a late spring drive outing to two club mem-

bers’ garages; picnic meetings and much more.  Please watch the Clutch 

Chatter or the website, www.bullrunaaca.org, for details of upcoming 

activities. 

You will be receiving a Bull Run Region survey in the next few weeks.  

We hope you will share your thoughts and comments for the Region 

plans.  Your response will be vital so please take a few minutes when it 

arrives to give us your input.  That is how we can make the club better 

for all. 

Finally and as always we need more volunteers for several committees 

and activities.  My hope is to get more members involved and rely on 

the small group of regulars.  That’s what makes the club more fun 

too.   If you are interested in helping on or running a committee, please 

let me know.  

We need people to help with the following: 

 -Members to help plan the year’s activities and find speakers, 

-Members to run and coordinate an activity  

-Committee members to follow up with new member 

-Members to help select and write up The Car of the Month 
- Volunteers to help with the 40th annual Rohr show in September 
- Recruiting volunteers to go to cruise ins and shows in the area and 
spread some advertising materials  

Thanks again for being loyal Bull Run and AACA members.  I look for-

ward to seeing you at some of our events.  Bill  
 

http://www.bullrunaaca.org/
mailto:wholmes2@cox.net
mailto:klustr18@yahoo.com
mailto:pamp.pp25@gmail.com
mailto:nancyshudson@msn.com
mailto:richardson13@cox.net
mailto:joe.a.drago@gmail.com
mailto:Peter.Pandolfi@tsa.dhs.gov
mailto:wholmes2@cox.net
mailto:richardson13@cox.net
http://www.bullrunaaca.org/
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Ever wonder what it is like to drive 2900 miles with just a 

list of directions like these below? 

1. Go to third stop sign, turn right and go to 40 mph for 

2 min 35 sec then slow to 20 mph 

2. Slow to  35 mph at 45 mph warning sign 

3. Turn right on Baker Street, slow to 20 mph 

And on like this for nine days. 

Well now is your chance to learn about the ex-

citing sport of antique/vintage car endurance road rallying 

and driving in the “Indy 500” of the sport, the Great 

Race.   

Steve Keller and Brian Blood, veteran antique car preci-

sion road rally racers will present the challenges of the 

sport and their experiences racing in the North East Rally 

Club and participation in The Great Race.  Fulfilling a 

bucket list desire, Steve and Brian launched into the sport 

with the Northeast Rally club 6 years ago.  After a couple 

races they were convinced to proceed, so they purchased 

a 1969 Saab Model 

96 to use as their rac-

er.  Steve and Brian 

won the Sportsman’s 

class in the Great 

Race in their Rookie 

outing in 2012 in a 

2900 mile, 9 day rally 

encircling the Great 

Lakes from Traverse 

City Michigan, into Canada, through NY, PA and Ohio 

finishing at The Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn.  

Steve and Brian will explain the rules and how to-s 

of precision road rallying, how antique cars are prepared 

for such stressful long distance rallying and what it is like 

to drive in the Great Race.  Now with three Great races 

under their belts, they are preparing for the 2015 race 

from St Louis to Santa Monica along historic Route 66, 

competing with 100 other antique cars for over 

$150,000.00 in prize money.  Come out on March 8th to 

hear their enticing sto-

ry of a unique aspect 

of antique car owner-

ship.  

Veteran Great Racers Talk at March Meeting 

February Automotive Trivia Question 

What car used the first successful 

series-production hydraulic valve 

lifters?  

See answer on Page 4 
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Editor’s Notes   by Peter W. Pandolfi: 

 

 
 
Bull Run Region AACA  
The Clutch Chatter Editor  
6837 General Longstreet’s Line  
Manassas, VA 20109-2225  
 

Thanks to all for your positive comments on the new 

format for the Clutch Chatter.  My goal is to make this 

an informative vehicle for keeping Bull Run members 

informed of Club activities and provide some enter-

tainment.  If you know of any upcoming events, 

please let me know.  I also encourage our members to 

submit articles on events you have attended, complete 

with pictures, for publication in the Clutch Chatter.  

Have not been to an event recently?  Not a problem.  I 

would be delighted to receive articles on some part of 

automotive history, description of your restoration 

project or a discourse on a particular skill that you 

would like to share.  Please submit any articles, pic-

tures or ideas to me at  

email: rr4pwp@gmail.com.   

Deadline for Clutch Chatter Submissions: 

25th of each month for inclusion in the next issue. 

 

February Anniversaries 

George & Joann Richardson Feb 28 

 

February Birthdays    

Nancy Rohr   Feb 4 

Mike Murphy   Feb 7 

Karen Holmes   Feb 11 

Joan Orvis   Feb 24 

Stephen White   Feb 25 

Shirley Farley   Feb 26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Car of the Month continued 

Byron and Alida regularly tour the country and attend-

ing classic car events of all kinds.  They are active in the 

Cadillac and LaSalle club, CCCA and AACA and have 

also attended many Concours, winning many awards.  In 

2013 they successfully drove cross country, 4300 miles, 

from Times Square to the Golden Gate Bridge in the 

CCCA “Rediscover America Tour”.  Bryon says the car 

performed beautifully and crossed the 9300 foot moun-

tain passes with ease.  Tom and Alida rode style in the 

rear compartment but said it got a little cold without a 

heater!  It was one of 20 cars to complete the entire 

trip.  Look for more information soon in the “Car of the 

Month” page in the “Reference Library” on the club 

website www.bullrunaaca.org.   

Top down cruising in style:  1936 Cadillac V-12 

February Trivia Question Answer: 

The 1930 Cadillac 452, the first production V16  

http://www.bullrunaaca.org/
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Meeting Minutes for January 11, 2015 by Franklin Gage 

 
 

The annual Bull Run Region Installation Dinner 

meeting was held on Sunday, January 11, 2015 at 

the City Tavern in downtown Manassas.  About 30 

members and guests attended, including long ago 

but now returning members Arthur and 

Gwen Gower.  They have a 1930 Model A Ford 

sedan.  Nicki Hudson and Pete Pandolfi were espe-

cially helpful in making arrangements.  

  

After dinner, drawings were held for door prizes 

and the 50/50 raffle tickets.  Nicki Hudson won the 

50/50 with a ticket sold to her by George Richard-

son.    

  

President Luke Stakenborg made a few remarks, 

including his appreciation for the members who had 

helped the Region during his tenure as President 

and especially Joe & Molly Drago for having re-

cruited him to be a member.  He noted that his past 

two years as President had been among the most 

rewarding of his life.  

  

Luke announced the winners of the Annual Bull 

Run Region Awards as follows: 

  

Howard Hamm (for  the member  most helpful to 

the President during the year) - Jon Battle 

Ambassador (for  the member  or  members best 

representing the Region) - Daryl Baker, George & 

Joann Richardson, Bill Sessler 

Continuous Service (for  a member  of at least 10 

years who has continuously actively served the Re-

gion) - Franklin Gage 

Arthur Ault (for  the member  doing the most for  

the club over the past year) - Bill Holmes 

  

The Officers and Board of Directors for 2015 were 

installed as follows: 

  

President: Bill Holmes 

Vice-President: Scott Patton 

Secretary: Pam Pandolfi 

Treasurer: Nicki Hudson 

Board of Directors: Brendan Bazan, Pete Pan-

dolfi, George Richardson 

  

Having taken the gavel, new President Bill Holmes 

thanked Luke for his service as President and pre-

sented a token of appreciation from the club.    He 

noted the passing late in the year of two longtime 

members, Bob Burke and Erma Lewis.  Bill is plan-

ning to attend the Annual National AACA Meeting 

in Philadelphia February 13-14, 2015 and will have 

a report for us at the March 8, 2015 Bull Run meet-

ing.  A motion was adopted unanimously for him to 

take checks for $200 apiece to donate to the AACA 

Museum and the AACA Library, along with a large 

car trunk for the auction there that benefits the Li-

brary & Museum.  Editor's note: Among the bene-

fits of AACA membership is free admission to the 

Museum, and limited free research at the Library to 

assist in documentation when restoring a vehicle.   

Incoming President Bill Holmes receives the club gavel 

from outgoing President Luke Stakenborg. 

2015 Regional Officers take the oath of office.  From left, 

Brandon Bazan, Pete Pandolfi, George Richardson, Nicki 

Hudson, Pam Pandolfi, Scott Patton and Bill Holmes. 
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2015 Calendar of Events and Activities 

Bull Run Region Calendar: 

Feb 8—Monthly Meeting, Manassas VFW 

Mar 8, 2015—Monthly Meeting, Manassas VFW 

Apr 12 2015—Monthly Meeting, Manassas VFW 

Area Calendar: 

Mar 7—Tidewater Swap Meet, Chesapeake, VA 

Mar 14—Richmond Region 2nd indoor/outdoor swap 
meet 

Mar 14—Chesapeake Region auto parts and car corral 

Mar 14—Antique Auto Parts Flea Market, Howard Coun-

ty, MD 

Mar 27-28—Sugarloaf Mountain Region Auto Parts 

Swap Meet, Westminster, MD 

Apr 9-12—Southeast Spring Meet, Charlotte, NC 

Apr 30-May 2—Eastern Spring Meet, Tidewater Region, 

Virginia Beach, VA 

National AACA Calendar: 

Feb 12-14—AACA Annual Meeting 

Feb 27-Mar 2—Atlantic City Classic, Atlantic City, NJ 

Mar 6-8—Puerto Rico Region Winter Meet 

Mar 18-21—Annual Grand National & Western Spring 
dual meets Tucson , AZ 

Apr 22-25—Spring Carlisle, Carlisle, PA 

 

 

Congratulation to the annual award winners! 

Continuous Service—Franklin Gage 

Arthur Ault—Bill Holmes 

Howard Hamm—Jon Battle 

Ambassador—Bill Sessler 

  - Daryl Baker 

  - George & Joann Richardson 

Special thanks to Nicki Hudson for all her work in ar-

ranging the Installation Dinner, taking reservations and 

purchasing door prizes.  Another great job! 

 Programs 
TBD 

Car Show  

Scott Patton 

Car of the Month 

Steve White 

Membership Roster  

Bill Sessler  

Membership Recruiting 

Charlie Buhl 

New Member Welcoming  

TBD 

Judging  

Franklin Gage  

Sunshine  
Joann Richardson 

Old Dominion Meet Association Rep  

Franklin Gage and Warren Bain   

Northern Virginia Car Club Council Rep  

TBD 

Club Store  

Nancy Windingland and Joan Richardson  

Estate Assistance  

Bill Sessler  

Technical Webmaster  

Nathan Clark  

Webmaster and Advertisement  

William B "Bill" Holmes  

50/50 Raffle  

George Richardson  

 

 

 

Feb 8 Jon Battle "What's a Terraplane?" 

Mar 8 Steve Keller & Brian Blood “The Great Race” 

Apr 12  Phil Graves “Antique Automotive Toys” 

May 10 TBD  “Early Mustangs” 

Editor’s Note: Jon  Battle is soliciting speakers for the 

rest of the year. Please consider contacting Jon to get 

scheduled to speak about any antique vehicle related top-

ic – to include discussing your pride and joy, your first 

car, your first restoration, or any technical topic. Got a 

short movie or friend with automotive skills, these re-

sources can be used for a possible presentation.  

 

Member News 

Special Presentation Schedule  

2015 Region Committees 
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On January 11, 2015, the Bull Run Region of the Antique 

Automobile Club of America conducted its 48th installa-

tion of regional officers.  Outgoing President Luke Stak-

enborg administered the oath of office to the new slate of 

officers.  Sworn in 

were Bill Holmes as 

Region President, 

former Secretary 

Scott Patton as the 

Vice President, re-

turning Treasurer 

Nicki Hudson, Pam 

Pandolfi as Secre-

tary and former 

Vice President 

George Richardson, 

returning Director 

and former Presi-

dent Pete Pandolfi and new member Brandon Bazan as the 

Board of Directors. 

The event was held at the City Tavern restaurant in old 

town Manassas with a magnificent buffet selection and 

great fellowship.  In addition to installing the officers, the 

Region announced its annual award winners.  Winner of 

the Contin-

uous Ser-

vice Award 

for 10 or 

more years 

of dedicate 

participa-

tion in the 

Region 

went to 

Franklin 

Gage.  The 

Arthur Ault 

Award for the 

members who 

benefitted the 

Region within the past year went to Bill Holmes.  The 

Ault Award winner selects a vehicle from his/her collec-

tion that will be the car used on the dash plaque and flyer 

for the annual Edgar Rohr Car Meet.  The Howard Hamm 

Award for the member who was most helpful to the Presi-

dent in the past year went to Jon Battle.    Four members 

received the Ambassador Award for the member who 

most promoted the Region in the community.  The recipi-

ents were Daryl Baker, 

Bill Sessler and husband/

wife team George and 

Joann Richardson. 

In addition to the annual 

awards several attendees 

were surprised by taking 

away one of a wide varie-

ty of door prizes.  While it 

was sad to see Luke step 

down as president, he will 

continue to be an active part of 

the region and we will see him at 

many of our events.  We are also 

happy to welcome Bill as the 

new president who has many ex-

citing initiatives planned to at-

tract new members and provide a 

meaningful and enjoyable time 

for the current members.  All in 

all, 2015 looks to be a fun filled 

year. 

Franklin Gage receiving the Continuous 
Service Award 

Luke congratulates Bill Holmes on receiving 
the Ault Award 

Luke Stakenborg pre-
sents the Ambassador 
Award to Bill Sessler, 

above, and George and 
Joann Richardson, right.  

Daryl Baker, the third 
recipient, was not in 

attendance. 

Jon Battle receives the Hamm 
Award from Luke 

Luke talking with dinner attendees 

2015 Bull Run Awards and Installation of Officers Dinner 
By Peter Pandolfi 
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